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inhabited, an agreement may be reached with neighbouring
communes for common schools or common teachers; higher
courses must be set up, separately for boys and girls, in all
places with more than 4,000 inhabitants, and wherever there are
secondary schools of some kind; no course should have more
than seventy children; and parallel courses must be set up where
and when this number is exceeded. Elementary instruction is
compulsory, but limited to the lower course, exception being
made in those cases where hardship would be caused to families;
the head of the family is liable to a penalty if he does not make
provision for his children to receive instruction. Private teaching
is allowed, in which case the head of the family has to give proof
that his children are so instructed. The communal schools are
classified, mainly for financial purposes, into six groups, three
of urban and three of rural schools; those which exist in localities,
with less than 500 inhabitants, or are not open for the whole
scholastic year, are non-classified schools. The teachers must
possess a State qualification; the approval of the Provincial
Inspector is sufficient for teaching in non-classified schools;
male teachers must be at least eighteen years old, and female
teachers seventeen; these limits can be lowered in exceptional
cases to sixteen and fourteen years.
The Normal Schools (Scuole Normali) train the-teachers. The
State provides for eighteen such schools, nine for boys and nine
for girls who have had a complete elementary instruction and
are aged at least sixteen in the case of boys or fifteen in the case
of girls. The course of study lasts three years, during which the
following subjects are taught: Italian language and literature,
general geography, national history and geography, arithmetic
and book-keeping, geometry, natural history, physics, chemistry,
hygiene, drawing, calligraphy, pedagogics, needlework (for girls),
and agriculture and elements of law (for boys). The pupils of
the third year receive training in, and attend*, actual teaching
in some elementary school for one or more hours every week.
At the end of the second year the student can qualify as a
teacher of the lower course, and at the end of the third year as
a teacher of the higher course for elementary schools.
The main schools of the secondary grade are the ' Gymnasiums5
and Lyceums, whose aim it is to give the literary and philosophi-
cal instruction necessary for the more specialized university
studies. Instruction in the f Gymnasium' lasts five years and is
followed by the Lyceum course lasting three more years; actually
they can be considered as the lower and higher course of one
classical school lasting eight years. The curriculum for the
* Gymnasium' includes the Italian, Latin, and Greek languages,